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PILOT SNAPSHOT

EPA’s  Brownfields Economic Redevelopment Initiative is designed to empower States, communities, and other
stakeholders in economic redevelopment to work together in a timely manner to prevent, assess, safely clean up, and
sustainably reuse brownfields.  A brownfield is a site, or portion thereof, that has actual or perceived contamination and
an active potential for redevelopment or reuse.  Between 1995 and 1996, EPA funded 76 National and Regional Brownfields
Assessment Pilots, at up to $200,000 each, to support creative two-year explorations and demonstrations of brownfields
solutions. EPA is funding more than 27 Pilots in 1997.  The Pilots are intended to provide EPA, States, Tribes, municipalities,
and communities with useful information and strategies as they continue to seek new methods to promote a unified
approach to site assessment, environmental cleanup, and redevelopment.

OVERVIEW

EPA Region 8 has selected Ogden City as a Regional
Brownfields Pilot. With the completion of the
transcontinental railroad in 1869, Ogden City grew
from a small frontier town into a major industrial
center. The railroads and associated industries closed
their Ogden operations in the 1970s and 1980s,
leaving behind high unemployment rates, unskilled
workers, and environmental pollution.

The pilot will focus on three sites within a 5-block
area of Ogden City’s central business district where
vacant rail yards, a former tannery, and large
warehouses are typical of the area’s properties. In the
area that will be targeted for the pilot, 80% of the
property is vacant and only five businesses are
operating. A large railroad property covers half of the
central business district. The poverty rate in this
district is almost twice the city’s average rate,
unemployment exceeds 25%, and almost half of the
adults have less than a high school education.

Contacts:

Jon Ruiz
Public Works Department
(801) 629-8970

David Ostrander
U.S. EPA - Region 8
(303) 312-6931
ostrander.david@
epamail.epa.gov

Visit the EPA Brownfields Website at:
http://www.epa.gov/brownfields
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OBJECTIVES

Ogden City’s goal is to revitalize the central business
district by removing barriers to economic development
and reclaiming potentially valuable properties for
mixed-use development. The city’s pilot objectives
are to assess contamination in the pilot area,
demonstrate the viability of redeveloping obsolete
facilities, attain the highest and best use of priority
properties, and regain the city’s progressive image by
cleaning up gateway areas.

ACTIVITIES

Activities planned as part of this pilot include:

• Evaluating historically significant data on past land
use;

• Conducting field sampling and analyses, focusing
on at least three priority sites within the central
business district;

• Developing remediation plans for the three priority
sites;

• Implementing a public education program on
brownfields; and

• Locating sources of remediation funding.

The cooperative agreement for this Pilot has not yet been
negotiated; therefore, activities described in this fact
sheet are subject to change.


